
     Event Schedule (Saturday, 06/04/2011) 

 
 4: 00 - 5: 30 PM            Singing Competition on K.V. Mahadevan, Sathyam and Ilaya Raja Songs (Adults/Kids) 
 
 5: 00 PM                      Registration Counter Opens 
 
 6: 00 - 9: 00 PM         Dinner Availability (Food Vendor: Our Place Restaurant) 
 
 6: 00 PM  Concert Starts  
 
 8: 00 PM  SP Baluôs BDay Cake Cutting & Video Screening of SP Baluôs Address to the Concert Attendees 
 
 8: 20 PM          Concert Resumes 
 
 9: 45 PM          Mementosô Distribution to Sponsors, Singers, Musicians & Singing Competition Winners 

 



The Trinity Concert: 
We hope you will all enjoy and appreciate this concert! The Trinity Concert is about three popular music directors (K. V. Mahadevan, Sathyam, and 
Ilaya Raja) from what we call the ñGolden Eraò of Telugu film music spanning three decades: 60ôs, 70ôs, and 80ôs. While K. V. Mahadevan came to 
emergence in the 60ôs, Sathyam became popular in 70ôs, and Ilaya Raja ruled the industry in 80ôs. Thus these three music directors represent the 
three decades in a nice way. Each of them also have their own unique style and together they make an excellent sample of what the golden era mu-
sic was all about. Three separate musical concerts, one on each of these MDs, have been organized by ChimataMusic.com in the last two years in 
the San Francisco Bay Area and all have been grand successes. By combining these three into one and bringing them from the Bay Area to Dallas 
by the same musicians, we hope to recreate the magic here for you. Enjoy the ride!! 

One cannot talk about Mahadevan without mentioning his longtime associate, Puhalendi. As humble as Mama himself, Puhalendi 
happily took backstage and supported Mama for nearly four decades even though he could have become an MD himself. Actually, it 
was Puhalendi that encouraged a nervous Balu to sing for Sankarabhranam movie. Also it was he who composed for Mamaôs official 
last film ñSwathikiranamò when Mama fell very sick, but did not want to take credit. He died of a severe heart attack in Trivendrum in 
2005.  

Krishnankoil Venkatachalam Mahadevan, alias K. V. Mahadevan and affectionately known as 
ñMamaò Mahadevan, was born in a Tamil Iyer family in 1918 in Kanyakumari district. After 
starting his career in 50ôs with the Tamil film ñAvan Amaranò, Mahadevan scored music for 
over 600 films with over 350 in Telugu. He made his Telugu debut with ñDongalunnaru Ja-
grattaò in 1958 but it was ñManchi Manasuluò in 1961 that shot him to fame in Telugu and also 
earned him his nickname with the song ñMama..Mama..Mamaò. 
 
Hailing from a family of Bhagavathars, Mama learned to play nadaswaram at a very early age 
and gave several stage performances. His earlier passion was, however, in acting and he 
headed out to Madras in pursuit of his acting career. His career did not take off as he had 
hoped and it was one of his friends and actor Kolatthumani, who spotted the immense musical 
talent inside Mahadevan and encouraged him to take up music direction. After some hesita-
tion, Mahadevan took his friendôs advice, and fortunately for all the music lovers of South In-
dia, a musical superstar was born. 
 
Mama very quickly became the favorite for several top directors such as Adurthi Subbarao, 
Bapu, K. Viswanath, K. S. Prakasa Rao, K. Bapaiah, and so on. When asked whether he was 
planning to look for new ñtalentò, Bapu once quipped ñwhy look elsewhere when you have Ma-
hadevan around?ò. Mama received a national award for best music direction for Sankarabha-
ranam movie. Mama always spotted and encouraged talented singers. He introduced singers 
like Ramakrishna and L. R. Easwari. He also encouraged Balu to take up the challenge of 
singing for Sankarabharanam movie and we all know how it turned out!  
 
The special features of his compositions were: giving primary importance to lyrics and com-
posing music that is perfectly suited to lyrics; always keeping a base in the Carnatic music; 
and giving independence to singers and other assistants to freely contribute ideas for improv-
ing his compositions. His style was always lyric-first and music-next insisting that music should 
always support lyric and not the other way around. He passed way on a Friday 
morning (06/22/2001) leaving all his music lovers grief-stricken. 

1. K.V. Mahadevan 

2. Sathyam 
 

Sathyam was very popular in the 70ôs and known for some of the best Telugu melodies during 
that period. Born as Chellapilla Satyanarayana Sastry in Gannavaram village in Vizianagaram 
district in a family of Bhagavatars, he started learning his music fundamentals from the age of 
five. Along with his childhood friends such as the famous dubbing writer and lyricist Rajasree, 
he used to act on stage plays. Never content to be leading an ordinary life as the head 
(karanam) of his village, Sathyam decided to run away from his village for Madras to pursue his 
passion in music (many artists in those days used to run away like that)! 
 
He initially worked as an assistant to an established music director and his mentor, Adi Nara-
yana Rao, and later to another music director, T. V. Raju. During this period, he was popularly 
known as ñDholakò Sathyam for his mastery of the instrument. Sathyam started his career as 
music director in Kannada films, but got his first break in Telugu as a music director for the Te-
lugu film ñPaala Manasuluò in the year 1968.  
 
Sathyam is often compared to R. D. Burman for bringing in his revolutionary style of music in 
the late 60ôs when most of the music was centered around classical and soft music. He not only 
brought some fast beat songs like ñTeesko Coca Colaò but also soft melodies like ñAe divilo 
virisina parijatamoò. He was also successful in mixing North Indian music into Telugu and also 
was a personal favorite of legends like Laxmikant-Pyarelal, Lata Mangeshkar, and Asha Bhon-
sle. 
 
He never cared for personal accolades and money and, on occasions, received meager com-
pensation from some producers. His passion for music is so well known that S. P. Balu always 
pays great tributes to him for giving him many great opportunities to sing and constantly encour-
aging him during difficult times. Saluru Vasu Rao always says that his personal inspiration was 
not his great father Late Saluru Rajeswara Rao, but Sathyam with whom he had worked as a 
guitarist for several years. Sathyamôs last film was ñAnkushamò in 1989, which was released 
after his death. He was considered one of the top music directors not only in Telugu but also in 
Kannada. Though he left the physical world in 1989, his music will be there forever! 



 
Singers: 

1. Ramu Maharajapuram: 

Ramu (Chennai) originally hails from Nellore. Ramu got introduced with SP Baluôs ñPadutha Teeyagaaò TV program in 1995 and was a winner in 
ñNava Raagamò  competition program on Gemini TV in 1997. He is often praised as ñAndhra Baluò by his fans for the reason that his voice closely 
resembles Baluôs. He has hitherto given 2000+ stage performances in various places in India as well as in other places such as USA, Middle East, 
and South Africa. He has released 500+ audio albums in Telugu, Tamil and Kannada and his devotional Bhajans are heard in almost every temple in 
AP. He has sung 250+  songs in both Telugu and Tamil movies so far. He got many awards and among them are AP Nandi Awards in the best TV 
singer category in 2002 and 2005. He was the lead male singer in ChimataMusicôs Swarna Yuga Sangeetha Darsakulu book release concert  that 
was held in Hyderabad on Feb 20, 2011. This is the second time for him to perform for ChimataMusic band and his first visit to Dallas. 
 

2. Sarada Akunuri 

Sarada  (Huston, TX) originally hails from Kakinada and lived/worked in Bapatla, Tirupati and Hyderabad before coming to the United States in 1998. 
She now lives in Houston, TX. She started singing since her childhood and has performed in a number of programs on AIR and actively involved in 
TV programs (E TV, Gemini, Doordarshan and Siti Cable) as a singer/announcer/news-reader/game-host. After moving to America, Sarada continued 
to actively perform at a variety of concerts in Telugu, Tamil and Hindi. She performed at ATA conference in Chicago in 2004. Sarada has also per-
formed at a few movie events such as Sekhar Kammulaôs Happy Days 50 days' celebrations in Dallas. She performed along with well known Telugu 
Cinema personalities including Suseela, Ramakrishna, Mano, Jamuna Rani, to name a few. Sarada performed for Chimatamusic.com for the first time 
in the Ilaya Raja concert and later in the Book Release Function in Hyderabad. Most recently, she performed in San Antonio in the local Telugu Asso-
ciationôs 2011 Ugadi function. Sarada is currently serving as the President of Telugu Cultural Association, Houston and she earlier held such execu-
tive positions as Cultural Secretary in the same organization. She also entertains the Houston Telugu community as a Radio Jockey in a Houston 
based Telugu radio program. She is well known to the ChimataMusic music lovers with her contribution to the Weekly Songs section on the web site. 
 

3. Deepika Uppuluri 

Deepika Uppuluri (Dayton, OH) and her sister Shilpa are known as the "Hyderabad Nightingale Sisters".  She is well known to the Telugu audience 
through various Tv programs like Paadalani Undi on Maa TV,  Star of AP on Gemini TV,  Sye Singer's Challenge on E TV etc. She sings a wide vari-
ety of songs in Telugu, Hindi and Tamil languages including classical, light, devotional, film songs, Urdu ghazals and Telugu padyams. She has per-
formed in more than 500 concerts in India and abroad including her performances for various Telugu cultural societies in places such as Washington 
D.C, Detroit, Boston, Bay Area, Dayton, New York, Columbus, South Florida and Kuwait. She has sung playback for movies including Allare Al-
lari,  Sindoori, 18-20 Lovestory, Dammunnodu etc. She earlier performed in the ChimataMusicôs Ilaya Raja concert in the Bay Area. Apart from being 
an accomplished singer at a very young age, she is in to Telugu and English literature and she recently won a prize in a competition held by Kou-
mudi.net for her short Telugu story, ñLachchamma Jadaò. Please visit http://www.Geetam.com for her songs, pictures, videos and other details.   
 

4. Narayanan Raju 

Narayanan (Santa Clara, CA), a versatile singer, hails from Hyderabad. Moving to the Bay Area gave him an opportunity to restart his Carnatic music 
training with Smt. Jayashree Varadarajan. Since then he has been a regular performer in the bay area giving several concerts and programs. He is an 
active member of local SiliconAndhra org and volunteers in supporting audio for several Silicon Andhra programs. He recently sang as a playback 
singer for a Telugu movie "Prasthanam" (released in Aprilô 10). He earlier sang in ChimataMusicôs Ilaya Raja and RD Burman concerts in the Bay 
Area and he got a standing ovation for his performance in the RD Burman concert. 

3. Ilaya Raja Ilaya Raja is the living legend from the golden era of South Indian Film Music and he is 
undoubtedly the most popular music director of the 80ôs in India. He was born as Daniel 
Rajayya on June 3, 1943 in Vannaipuram (Madurai Dt.) in Tamilnadu. His first official 
movie is Annakkili in Tamil (1976), which was later remade by Singeetam Srinivasa Rao 
into Telugu as Raama Chilaka (1978). Though he ghost-composed for some movies earlier 
In Telugu, His official debut movie in Telugu was Bhadrakaali (1976). He started off his 
career as a guitarist in the music troupes of the popular music directors, GK Venkatesh and 
Salil Chowdhury.  
 
Ilaya Raja came into limelight and became an instant youth craze with the dubbed movies 
such as Vayasu Pilichindi, Erra Gulaabeelu etc during the late 70ôs. Starting from Chiran-
jeeviôs Abhilasha (1983), Ilaya Raja started composing for straight Telugu movies on a 
regular basis and he since then churned out hundreds of haunting melodies in the 80ôs (a 
few examples are some Chiru movies and most of Vamsi movies) and in the 90ôs. A lot of 
current generation music directors are ñEkalavya Sishyuluò of this great composer. For a 
few K Viswanathôs Telugu movies, he composed wonderful tunes for the already-written 
lyrics, contrary to his regular style of tunes-first and lyrics-next. 
 
He hitherto composed for 650 Tamil movies and 125 straight Telugu movies and for a 
handful of Kannada, Malayalam and Hind movies too. His most recent Hindi movie was 
Amitabh starrer, Paa. Balu always praises him as a genius music director and it is often 
quoted that Ilaya Raja composed all songs for a few movies (such as Anveshana and Pre-
minchu-Pellaadu) within a record time of just 30 minutes. He introduced the singers Chitra, 
Malaysia Vasudevan, Mano, Sujatha etc to the film industry. He composed for a record 
number of 54 movies in the years 1984 and 1992 (one movie per week)!   

He is a recipient of the prestigious ñPadma Bhushanò Award from the Government of India for the year 2009. He received three National awards 
(Saagara Sangamam ï Telugu, Sindhu Bhairavi - Tamil, and Rudra Veena - Telugu) and numerous Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh State Awards. 
He is the first Asian to compose a full-length western classical symphony in July 1993 and the one-hour long symphony was performed by John 
Scott of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. He shuns the media publicity, rarely attends any felicitation or public functions and is now leading a sim-
ple and peaceful life. We can proudly declare that Ilaya Raja is the LAST LEGEND of the golden era of the melodious Telugu music. 

http://www.geetam.com


Musicians: 

1. Satya Vaidyanathan (PercussionsðTabla): 
Satya (San Ramon, CA) makes a finest Tabla player with no formal training under his belt. His profound interest in music spans across genres from 
pure classical to traditional folk music. Along with being a percussionist, he also sings ghazals in its traditional form. He played the Tabla for Chimata-
Music's earlier three shows (on the music directors Sathyam, KV Mahadevan and Ilaya Raja) in the Bay Area, CA. 
 

2. Balaji Mahadevan (PercussionsðTabla/Dholak/Dhol/Handsonic): 
Balaji Mahadevan (Alameda, CA) has been playing Mridangam, Tabla, Dhol and Dholak since the age of 12. He is a graded artist from All India Ra-
dio, Chennai. He is is admired as one of the most versatile and talented ethnic percussionists in the Bay Area. He played the Tabla/Dholak/
Mridangam/Thavil/Dhol/Dafli in all ChimataMusic's earlier shows (on the music directors Sathyam, KV Mahadevan, Ilaya Raja and RD Burman) in the 
Bay Area, CA. 

 
3. Arun Narasimhan (Percussions - Pads/Drums): 
Arun Narasimhan a.k.a Caddy (San Francisco, CA) is a completely self-taught drummer, with a solid sense of rhythm. His attention to detail in his 
performances is legendary. He is one of the Bay Area's top drummers in the Indian music scene. He is a core member of the Bay Area based VDaze 
band. He performed in ChimataMusic's earlier three shows (on the music directors KV Mahadevan, Ilaya Raja and RD Burman) in the Bay Area, CA. 
 

4. Makesh Rao (Percussions - Handsonic): 

Makesh (Mountain View, CA)  is a self-taught player and he has been playing the electronic pads for more than 10 years. An avid listener of classical 
instrumental music, he equally enjoys film music and is a great fan of Kishore Kumar, RD Burman and Ilaya Rraja.  He performs with several Bay 
Area musical groups on a regular basis. 

 
5. Krishnamurthy Kalvai (Melody - Keyboard): 

Kishmu (San Rafael, CA) is one of the accomplished keyboardists in the Bay Area. While working for bands, he transcribes notes and chords to 
songs and helps musicians stay coordinated. His talent, knowledge and team spirit have earned him a special place among bands both within and 
outside Bay Area. He is a core member of the Bay Area based VDaze band. He performed in all ChimataMusic's earlier shows (on the music directors 
Sathyam, KV Mahadevan, Ilaya Raja and RD Burman) in the Bay Area, CA. 

 
6. Nagaraj Varadharajan (Melody - Keyboard): 

Nagaraj (San Jose, CA) is one of the accomplished keyboardists in the Bay Area. He has played for a variety of bands that play Tamil, Telugu and 
Hindi popular music all across the USA. He is a core member of the Bay Area based VDaze band. He performed in the ChimataMusic's earlier shows 
(on the music directors KV Mahadevan, Ilaya Raja and RD Burman) in the Bay Area, CA. 
 

7. Vinay Dhavala (Melody - Flute): 

Vinay (Minneapolis, MN) is a self-taught flutist with no formal training in any particular style. He started playing his favorite film music on flute as a 
hobby, just by carefully listening and picking up the nuances of bamboo flute. Vinay continues to listen, enjoy and play Indian film music on flute and 
MIDI wind controller. 

 
8. Farhan Mohamed (Melody - Bass Guitar): 

Farhan Mohamed (Foster City, CA) enjoys playing bass, fingerpicking style guitars and keyboards. Lately his musical duties include performing with 
his band, VDaze and writing/performing bass parts for Indian film music projects. He performed in the ChimataMusic's earlier shows (on the music 
directors KV Mahadevan, Ilaya Raja and RD Burman) in the Bay Area, CA. 
  

9.  Ramesh Maraj (Melody - Saxophone): 

Ramesh Maraj  (Fresno, CA) has roots from India and was was born in Georgetown, Guyana. He a virtuoso saxophonist who has performed nation-
ally and internationally and has released two CD's of instrumental music. He has performed for M. Night Shyamalan, Ram Gopal Varma, CNN's 
Anderson Cooper and Larry Kingôs Benefit. Ramesh can play Classic Bollywood, popular hits and a great blend of Western Music as well. He per-
formed in the ChimataMusic's earlier shows (on the music directors Ilaya Raja and RD Burman) in the Bay Area, CA. Visit IndiSax.com for more infor-
mation.  
  
  

    Event Organizing Committee 
 

Organizers:  Ramana Juvvadi, Arvind Reddy Muppidi, and Srinivas Chimata 
  
Event Concept/Design:  Ramana Idury, Ramana Juvvadi, Srinivas Chimata, Sarada Akunuri and Suresh Mantrala 
Sponsorships:    Ramana Juvvadi, Arvind Reddy Muppidi, Prasad Thotakura, and MVL Prasad 
Tickets Sales:   Ramana Juvvadi, Arvind Reddy Muppidi, KC Chekuri, NMS Reddy,  Prasad Thotakura,  
    Ananth Mallavarapu, Rajesh Chilukuri, and Sankar Tumuluru 
MC/Anchoring:   Ramana Juvvadi and KC Chekuri 
Radio Publicity:   KC Chekuri 
Online Publicity:   Srinivas Chimata, Prasad Thotakura, Ramana Juvvadi, Arvind Reddy Muppidi 
Singing Competition:  Ramana Juvvadi, Ananth Mallavarapu and Rajesh Chilukuri 
Video/Audio:   Rajendra, Krishna Puttaparthi and Vincent 
Registration:   Krishna Reddy Uppulapati and Satish Reddy 
Stage Setup:   ATA and TANTEX Volunteers 
Hospitality:   Ramana Juvvadi and Arvind Reddy Muppidi 
Flier and Brochure Design: Rajeswari Lanka (Hyd), Ramana Idury, Ramana Juvvadi, Sarada Akunuri and Srinivas Chimata  

http://www.indisax.com

